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This edition is a compilation of Japanese woodblock prints by 
Utagawa Kuniyoshi, reproduced from the followed original set: 
Taiheiki Eiyuden or “Heroes of the Great Peace” (1846-47). 


Utagawa Kuniyoshi was a major master of the ‘floating world’, or 
Ukiyo-e school of Japanese art, and, together with Katsushika Hokusai 
(1760-1849), Utagawa Hiroshige (1797-1858) and Utagawa Kunisada 
(1786-1864), dominated nineteenth century printmaking in Japan. Pro- 
lific and multitalented, Kuniyoshi considerably expanded the existing 
repertoire of the school, particularly with thousands of designs that 
brought vividly to life famous military exploits in Japan and China. 
Kuniyoshi developed an extraordinarily powerful and imaginative style in 
his prints, often spreading a scene dynamically across all three sheets of 
the traditional triptych format and linking the composition with one bold 
unifying element - a major artistic innovation. 


The Taiheiki was written in the late fourteenth century and re- 
counts a series of wars between the Northern Court of Ashikaga Takauji 
in Kyoto, and the Southern Court of Emperor Go-Daigo in Yoshino. How- 
ever, this series of prints portrays characters from the civil wars of the six- 
teenth century, with the participant’s names altered. Most of the prints 
bear numbers within circles. They are each about 14 by 10 inches (36 by 
25 centimeters), a size known as ohban. Complete translations of the 
texts on the prints may be found in Heroes of the Grand Pacification: 
Kuniyoshi's Taiheiki Eiyuden by Elena Varshavskaya (2006, Hotei Pub- 
lishing, Amsterdam, 2006). 
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